» ' THUNDER BAYCAT
DISERIGESCHOOL

' g »‘\‘A O\« d

‘ ‘







0.E.C.T.A Elementary
Alison Carroll

Patricia Cummins
Paula Nordlund
Nicole Sutherland
Robert Jahn

Pamela Colledanchise
Jennifer Harnett
Joan Chaulk

Lynette Falcigno
Stephane Vallee
Luisa Veneruz
Joanne Ceci

Joanne Jahn
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0.E.C.T.A Secondary
Marisa Koski
Christopher Malcolm
Dino Buset

Philip Belle

C.0.PE
Christina Pepin
Pamela Buitenhuis

UNIFOR
Paul Mills

O0.S.S.T.F

Melanie Dacey
Robertyne Gaudreau
Val Hendrickson
Gizel lagallo

Shirley Rosteick
Colleen Servais

Luke Doyle

Eva Sacchetti

C.PC.0

Anita Treesh
Jacqueline Fredrickson
Alma Provenzano

Director of Education
Pino Tassone
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O0.E.C.T.A Elementary
Lance Dysievick

Sarah Exell

Lynn Fratpietro

Peter Jaun

Sonia Longo-Bertolin
Patrick McWhirter

Ingrid Penna

Kristina Pucci-Asselstine

0.E.C.T.A Secondary
Jo-Anne Borgo

0.E.C.T.A Occassional
Anthony Caruso




C.O0.PE
Lynn Sutyor

L.R.S
Remigiusz Sada

O0.E.C.T.A Elementary
Daina Duce

Michael Wehrstedt

Tesa Fiddler

Katherine Vaillant

Nicole Gallinger

Cindy-Ann Beauvais Wilkins
Karlie Shaen

Ashley Laudo

Lesia Koski

0.E.C.T.A Occasional
Michelle Desando-Shankie
Catherine Galle

Stacey Kellaway

Giovanna Knowles

O0.E.C.T.A Secondary
Steven Diana
Alexander Restoule
Alana Valente
Ramon Verardo
Tony Pacifico

O.S.S.T.F
Suzanne Marsh

UNIFOR
Gayle Johnson
Jason Wedgerfield




Teacher - Alternative Education

Started with the Board:
November 9, 2009

26 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
| hope to do some travelling and as much golf as possible. | am also looking forward to spending time with
family and friends and staying active and healthy.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

As ateacher in Alternative Education, | enjoyed working individually with students on their lessons, especially
in Math. Math can be challenging for students, and seeing them solve questions on their own after receiving
instruction was always gratifying. Helping students secure Cooperative Education placements to gain
valuable real-world experience was also very rewarding.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
| feel fortunate to have experienced countless memorable moments with colleagues and students during
my career that | will always cherish. One moment in particular was finding a Co-op opportunity for a student

with a department in the Ontario Government building that eventually became a permanent career for that
student.
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Instructional Lead, Mathematics - St.
Ignatius

Started with the Board:
January 4, 1993

32 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
Spending more time with my family, travelling and fishing! Overall, | am looking forward to this new chapter
as a time to relax and rejuvenate.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

One of the aspects | cherished most about working for the Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board
was the sense of community and support among colleagues. The team | had the pleasure of working with
were not only highly professional and dedicated to their craft, but also included some of my most valued
friendships.

Additionally, working with high school students was very rewarding. Guiding and mentoring them through
such a pivotal stage in their lives allowed me to witness their growth and development first-hand.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

One of my most memorable moments was the accomplishment of winning eight consecutive city high
school senior boys basketball championships. This achievement was not only a testament to the hard work
and dedication of our athletes but also highlighted the incredibly talented group of coaches | was fortunate
to work with. The friendships | forged with many of the co-coaches | worked with during my 36 years of
coaching basketball will last a lifetime.

What made this experience even more special was the opportunity to coach my own son and daughter.
Seeing them grow as athletes and individuals, and being a part of their development on and off the court,
was incredibly fulfilling. Coaching them allowed me to combine my passion for the sport with my love for
my family, creating unforgettable memories. The joy and pride of witnessing their accomplishments made
these years some of the most rewarding of my career.



Teacher - Pope John Paul Il

Started with the Board:
November 15, 2004

20 Years in Education

Retired: March 31, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
| plan to volunteer and spend time caring for my family (elderly parents, children and grandchildren).

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

My passion was working with special needs students in the Lifeskills Class, at Saint Patrick High School,
and Bishop E.Q. Jennings School.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

There was no one event - seeing my students progress and develop their independence over the course of
the school year was very memorable.
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Grade 1/2 Teacher - Holy Family

Started with the Board:
May 31, 1989

35 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

My future plans for retirement are to never do another slide presentation for a long while. | will spend as
much of my time visiting my son in Toronto, and looking after my granddaughter. | will buy books for her
pleasure and not for “school”. | hope to travel back to Croatia and Italy with my husband and friends to spend
more time with family.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

What | enjoyed most about working for TBCDSB were the colleagues | met along the way. | have made
lifelong friendships during my time working for the board. One of my dearest friends | met during my second
year “summer school stint” at St. Pius School way back in the early 90's. Many friendships came from
collaborative work as an associate/mentor teacher to a student teacher. | would also have to mention the
many children who | taught to read! Primary education was where it was at. | have never worked harder
beside people who had the same passion. This job is rewarding, but all consuming. | will miss everything
about the people, families and communities built around a school.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

My most memorable events would have to be the challenges and knowledge that “projects” through the
Ministry provided to me as an educator. The people | met and the connections were invaluable to me
as a teacher. | will cherish the time spent collaborating and making a difference for children within the
classrooms | was a part of. As well as having an opportunity to work with my own child in education at Holy
Family School.



ESL Teacher - Catholic Education Centre

Started with the Board:
June 18, 1990

30 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

| plan to go to morning yoga sessions, play and walk with the new dog, make some nice meals for my family,
have coffee and lunch dates with family and friends, help make perogies and cabbage rolls at the church,
take afternoon naps, volunteer, and do some travelling.

Maybe I'll work P/T somewhere later where | am able to be around people and hopefully do something fun
and helpful.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

| loved seeing sparkles in the eyes of children. Seeing little people in the early stages of their life with their
unique personalities, energy and enthusiasm for learning was a gift. It often turned a routine day into a
happier one for me.

I've enjoyed being able to help newcomer students and their families as well as work closely with their
classroom teachers and my colleagues at the board office.

| will miss all the wonderful people | am used to seeing every week.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
Teaching English, 1:1 in daily sessions to a gr. 7 newcomer (without an available translator for his language)
during the very early part of the Covid online home learning period.

| had to find a lot of visuals and make regular audio and video recordings of the lessons and show how
to follow instructions for tasks since these were not available at the time. This was very challenging but it
turned out to be very rewarding as we both learned so much that year.
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Teacher - Holy Family

Started with the Board:
October 10, 1991

34 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
| plan to travel, to spend quality time with family and friends, to volunteer in the community and to write

(another passion of mine).

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
| liked working with the people, in all aspects, the best.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

My most memorable moments while working for TBC include seeing the delight on students’ faces when
they have an “aha” moment and succeed, introducing children to the joy of reading, training fellow teachers in
Peer Assisted Learning Strategies, helping to elect an education-friendly government while Chair of OECTA's
Political Action Committee and supporting the rights of the underprivileged as an Executive Member of the
Thunder Bay & District Labour Council (which will continue in retirement). PS. This is only a smattering of
the incredible experiences I've had over the years.

- Robert Delamontague



Alternative Education Teacher -
Osh-ki-niig Mash-ka-ziiwin
(Formerly Dilico ABTRS)

Started with the Board:
March 4, 2003

34 Years in Education

Retired: November 30, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
| plan to travel with my husband to wherever this amazing planet of ours calls us.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

My career with TBCDSB has been almost exclusively in Alternative Education. Though this work was
challenging at times | alway felt like | had the best support from admisistration and from my peers in other
programs. | knew that when | reached out with questions or requiring resources people were there to help.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
When | started in Alternative Education | was paired with a peer mentor. Though his support was to last one
year, he remained my mentor until he retired. That experience made me a better teacher.
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Student Support Professional -
St. Margaret

Started with the Board:
September 12, 2003

34 Years in Education

Retired: August 24, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
| plan to enjoy our growing family, camp, travel and to stay active.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

| enjoyed building relationships with the students, and helping the students feel that they were included and
belonged.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

| loved the events at school that allowed me to include family members and also to meet the students
extended families.
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Student Support Professional

Started with the Board:
June 9, 1994

30 Years in Education

Retired: May 31, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
Whatever people have been doing all through their life will be very similar to what they will be doing once
they retire.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

| like running into past students once they are adults. They always call me Mr. Doyle. The majority of them
hear and know my first name, but by not using it is a sign of respect. Starting at age of three or four, all the
students hear from me is to be kind and rely on the strength of others.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

When a student ran in front of me, and before | could remind her about running in the school, she opened the
door for me. There was this student who had a lot of energy and her greetings were a bit physical at times
almost knocking over her friends with each greeting. She greeted everyone the same. A staff member was
upset with her because she did the same to a classmate in wheelchair, but | was so happy she treated the
same as her other friends.

| am on their time not mine. The most memorable moment is not one, but many like ornaments on a
Christmas Tree each year you are reminded of past memories while adding to the present.



Teacher - Corpus Christi

Started with the Board:
May 1,1991

33 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

| am looking forward to not having a schedule to follow, waking up when | want, sitting with my first cup of
coffee and thinking about what the day might bring and of course reading a good book. | plan to spend time
outdoors with my husband, children and dog: camping, fishing, snowmobiling, quad riding, walking. Travel
may also be a possibility.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

Being an itinerant teacher has allowed me to teach students over multiple years as they moved from grade
to grade. It has been rewarding to watch them grow as students, getting a glimpse at who they may become
in the future. Having taught at Corpus Christi School the majority of my career | have been blessed to see
some of these very same students become parents of children who also attend this school and who | now
have the privilege of teaching as well.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

| think my most memorable moments have taken place outside of the classroom through the coaching |
have done. Seeing students who may not be the best athlete achieve success by scoring a goal or winning
a race has been very rewarding. Giving students a chance to shine at something other than academics,
having them believe in themselves through sports has often carried over to the classroom and they have
been able to have success there as well.



Principal - St. Thomas Aquinas

Started with the Board:
May 1,1992

31 Years in Education

Retired: November 30, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
Enjoying the time with my parents, children, family and friends - time to garden, cook, camp, golf, walk the
dogs, read, garden, all the “things”.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
The people were the best part of the job: students, colleagues, friends and so many amazing families!

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
There is no single moment or memory, but rather the many connections made with students who | see in

the community now and feel lucky to have taught and shared so many great experiences with over the many
years.
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Student Support Professional -
Corpus Christi

Started with the Board:
October 25, 2001

23 Years in Education

Retired: January 31, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
Grandchildren.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
Co-workers.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
Too many.
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- Michelle L. Graham



Student Support Professional -
St. Patrick

Started with the Board:
May 22, 2007

32 Years in Education

Retired: September 30, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
I'm back working Part-time for a community agency, and | am looking forward to spending more time with

my family.
What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

| enjoyed working with a wonderful staff, meeting new people and making friends. | enjoyed the many
students | worked with, being able to see all of their accomplishments and new skills learned.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
Lots! The smiles on the students faces. Seeing the difficulties they faced, along with the challenges they
overcame.
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Student Support Professional -
Corpus Christi

Started with the Board:
November 18, 2002

22 Years in Education

Retired: December 31, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
Looking forward to more family time, travel and a long morning coffee or two.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

I have enjoyed the “community” that is built within the TBCDSB. Every moment working with students brings
me joy.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

| can happily say that | have had too many memorable experiences to list. Overall, it is when a student
achieves skills in communicating, self regulating and enjoying the school experience.
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Teacher - St. Thomas Aquinas

Started with the Board:
May 10, 1994

31 Years in Education

Retired: June 28, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
| am blessed to have a young grandson, Jax, in my life. | look forward to having plenty of time watching him
grow. My husband and | also plan to take advantage of more opportunities to travel.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

A few of the most memorable moments include my grade 5/6 students hosting a surprise baby shower for
me when | taught at St. Paul; having a basketball accidentally hitting me in the head, causing my contact
lens to fall out which led to the entire class encircling me trying to find it on the gym floor and most recently,
planning and watching the students participate in this year's Catholic Education Week activities.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

There are a number of moments including student accomplishments, staff and colleague milestones and
the growth of the TBCDSB.

“7 pee  pelipemenr? ap [ W%ﬁ af Z%ye/
W,/&WWVWW%W.”

- Walt Mossberg



7%
Teacher - St. Ignatius

Started with the Board:
December 10, 1997

27 Years in Education

Retired: January 31, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
Continuing to ensure my son Joshua's inclusion in the community and reading all the books!

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
The opportunity to work with dedicated and talented educators, providing the best for our students every
day.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
The St Ignatius 50th anniversary celebrations and graduation 2021 on the St. Ignatius field!
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Teacher - St. Ignatius

Started with the Board:
September 1, 1992

32 Years in Education

Retired: July 31,2024

What are your future retirement plans?

Cooking new recipes, travel to scuba dive, photography, watching great nieces and nephews grow up, taking
it easy with my wife.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
Sharing my experience with my students, showing them another route to employment and a Creative career.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
My first day teaching.

- Unknown



Head Custodian - St. Elizabeth

Started with the Board:
September, 12 1989

35 Years in Education

Retired: July 31,2024

What are your future retirement plans?
Travel and enjoy retirement.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
All the friends | have made over the years.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
Moving to an elementary school, the last few years.
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— Gene Perret



Teacher - St. Vincent

Started with the Board:
September 7, 2005

19 Years in Education

Retired: September 1, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
Continue to teach part-time and provide loving daycare to my grandson as much as needed. Family first!

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?
The song True Colours describes the transformation witnessed in students. Being a part of children
blossoming was inspiring and filled my cup everyday.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
Teaching in the same school that my children attended.
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Administrative Assistant - IT/IRC

Started with the Board:
August 24, 2015

9 Years in Education

Retired: May 4, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?
My biggest plans for retirement is to spend more time with my family and most importantly, my five
grandchildren. | will also now be able to join my friends along their retirement journey.

| also have a very long travel bucket list so it will be nice to be able to come and go anytime!
My biggest hope for my future retirement is that | will not have to retire again!!' LOL

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

Although | only worked for the TBCDSB for nine short years, | would say the best part of those years were
the coworkers that | came into contact with and worked with. The employees that | spent my work days with
made all the difference in the world and many of these people will remain life long friends.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

My most memorable moment/event just happened a few short weeks ago, on May 3rd. This of course was
my last day of ‘work’. Not a lot of work actually happened that day! My ‘send off" which was arranged by
Brent, Kim, the good folks in accounting (and I'm not really sure who else) was organized and played out so
welll I was overwhelmed by my send off which also included two of my sons attending, which was fabulous!

| couldn't have asked for anything better that day!!
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Teacher - St. Thomas Aquinas

Started with the Board:
November 20, 2002

24 Years in Education

Retired: December 31, 2023

What are your future retirement plans?
Taking the time for myself to paint more, to be healthy, to travel with family and friends and to stay in my
pajamas on cold winter days for as long as | want to!

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

| loved the energy of the children and connecting with them not only as their teacher, but as a coach and
getting to know them over many years from K-6. And then meeting my students years later at various places
and the fact they still remember their favourite thing they did in my classroom, no matter how silly it may
have been. | truly loved the daily connections and their open hearts and | miss that the most.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
| had many moments but working at St. Ann School School and laughing in the staffroom daily, with a great
group of teachers and SSPs and enjoying the silly antics and jokes that were shared - and the students
always asking us “what was is so funny in there?" is truly a highlight.

And also making some lifelong friends at St. Thomas that supported me through my time working there,
through good times and in loss, all with an endless amount of friendship and love.

- Unknown
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Director of Education

Started with the Board:
October 6, 1987

36 Years in Education

Retired: July 5, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

I plan to enjoy every day and live in the moment. You never realize how much of your career consumes you, which
isn't necessarily a bad thing, it is just the realization that life does move pretty fast. | am excited to spend more time
with my family, savour long summer days, spend time with my retired friends, make travel plans and support my own
children in their new post-secondary journeys. | am excited to retire and escape the busy days, and treat every day as
if it were a weekend. | look forward to walks with my wife, cooking dinner and ending my evenings with a nice glass of
wine, with friends and family around my table. | am blessed to have had such an incredible career, and | am extremely
excited to spend this next part of my life continuing to champion Catholic education, and all of those who continue to
make a difference in the lives of others and our students.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

My career has been nothing short of incredible, and | have enjoyed so many aspects about working for our Board. |
loved teaching our students, watching them grow and learn. I loved my colleagues, especially my Falcon family. There
would be days that we would all get to work early, just so we could hang out in the staffroom to catch up and pull
pranks on one another. Overall, | can never pin-point one specific thing about working for our Board, | generally loved
spending time with so many incredible colleagues, some of whom have become lifelong friends. Everything we have
accomplished together, has been for our students! Whether it was teaching, performing in assemblies (embarrassing
ourselves), coaching soccer, chaperoning dances, or transitioning from the classroom to the Board Office, everything
in my career has been student-driven to better their experience at TBCDSB.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

Having taught in various schools and various grades, | can never truly pinpoint one specific memorable moment. From
provincial soccer championship wins, presenting my own children with their high school diplomas at their convocation
ceremonies, or leading the way in Deep Learning initiatives, this Board has presented so many opportunities that have
become cherished memories. | will be forever grateful to be part of integral steps in accomplishing so many things,
like being the first Catholic Board to raise the Pride flag in Ontario, bringing state of the art FIFA fields to our High
Schools, transitioning from Teacher, to Principal, to Superintendent and Director - | am blessed to have been part of
an amazing team in my 36 years in education.
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Principal - St. Francis

Started with the Board:
September 1, 1987

39 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

| look forward to traveling, time for hobbies, walking longer, biking, hiking, extra time at camp, more time
with family and friends and Tuesday morning coffee with my siblings. :) Responding: “Nothing, what do you
wanna do first?” when someone asks “What are your plans today?”.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

The relationships and camaraderie | have enjoyed over the last 39 years are incredible. | will always cherish
them. The energy and joy of the children, the passionate staff and the hugs and smiles from the kids. These
memories will forever hold a special place in my heart.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

I immediately think of my year as Virtual Principal during COVID-19 during such a challenging year. Resilience,
equity, and kindness became number one priorities and we made it through! | think!

Every year | have enjoyed each day more and more. It's my happy place and that's what makes retirement

a bittersweet decision. | am grateful for my years at St. Francis School. It's such a unique open-concept
school filled with compassionate staff and kind students who show their love and care for one another daily.
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- Bill Waterson



Teacher - St. Martin

Started with the Board:
January 17, 1997

36 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

Travel and explore the different cultures around the world. Spend more time with my aging parents and
also volunteer in my community.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

The School Community. Every year allowed me to broaden my horizons, learn and grow as an Educator
and a human being.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?
Creating memorable relationships and lifelong memories with students and colleagues.
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Teacher - Holy Family

Started with the Board:
September 8, 2004

20 Years in Education

Retired: June 30, 2024

What are your future retirement plans?

To simply enjoy the slower pace of life, taking time to relax, and savour each moment without a set schedule.
| look forward to spending more quality time with my family and friends, leisurely enjoy a morning coffee,
stay active, read books, cook, travel and pursue new interests.

What did you like most about working for the TBCDSB?

Working with the youngest of learners and developing special relationships with parents and families has
brought immense joy and meaning to my career. | also feel privileged to have had the opportunity to work
with an amazing group of colleagues, administrators and support staff. | am grateful for my Holy Family
“family” and for the wonderful people who have been a part of this journey. These relationships have enriched
my life in countless ways and, when | reflect on my career, will always be a cherished part of my memories
and experiences. | feel blessed to be retiring from a profession that | loved and looked forward to each and
every day. | retire with a full and grateful heart.

What was your most memorable moment working for the TBCDSB?

When you teach Kindergarten, every day is a memorable one! Teaching Kindergarten my entire career has
been a deeply rewarding experience and has provided me with countless memorable moments. From the
large celebrations and performances such as Christmas, Mother's Day and End of Year, to celebrating the
individual achievements and milestones of each child, no matter how small, each moment has been special
and impactful. | have cherished every day with my students. Their smiles and hugs, wondrous curiosity, and
boundless energy, has made my teaching journey truly unforgettable.
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Senior Payroll Clerk Student Support Professional

Started with the Board: Started with the Board:
March 8,2016 October 6, 2005
Retired: March 8, 2024 Retired: September 4, 2023
, =%

Elementary Teacher Student Support Professional
Started with the Board: Started with the Board:

September 26, 1994 January 9, 2008
Retired: June 30, 2024 Retired: July 31,2023

A

Elementary Teacher

Student Support Professional

Started with the Board: .
October 21, 1996 Started with the Board:

October 26, 1999

Retired: June 28, 2024 .
Retired: December 31, 2023

/—— We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who made this event possible.

To our speakers, organizers, and volunteers, your dedication and hard work have made
this day a resounding success. A special thank you to the Board Recognition Committee
for all of their hard work! Your efforts have been instrumental in making this event a reality.

, To our Kinder Teams from St. Bernard School, for creating the beautiful handmade decor
with their students and their reading buddies! Thank you, Lina Turco, Jenn Fors, Samantha
Grann, Claudia Lenardon, Lisa Coccimiglio + Sara Moore! Your time, creativity and support

are deeply appreciated, thank you for adding this special touch to our tables and creating
sweet boutonniere and corsages for our Retirees!
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